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Introduction 
The Women and Peace Agreement Database (PA-X Women) is a part of what has been a long-term project to 
construct a peace agreement database that would provide both a quantitative and qualitative tool through which 
to analyse peace agreements. The purpose of this project is to better understand peace processes and how issues 
of inclusion, equality and human rights in particular are addressed.  
 

 

Background  

The current database had its origins in Christine Bell, Peace Agreements and Human 

Rights (OUP, 2000), which had a list of peace agreements in the appendix (research 

assistance provided by Elizabeth Craig). This work was developed and extended as 

presented in the appendix of Christine Bell, On the Law of Peace: Peace Agreements 

and the New Lex Pacificatoria (OUP, 2008) (research assistance provided by Catherine 

O’Rourke). This last appendix was developed into a pilot database which provided 

coded summaries of how peace agreements dealt with a range of issues.  

A new database with new extended categories, capturing and presenting actual text 

from peace agreements is now under construction. This will be called PA-X – a peace 

agreement access tool, and will provide information on the 1200 or so documents we 

believe to exist from 1990 to date, in around 100 conflicts.  PA-X is due for public 

release in 2017.   

This Women and Peace Agreements Database (PA-X Women) is a sub-database of all 

the agreements which mention women, girls, or gender in some capacity (currently 

around 250).  

 

Methodology  

The database uses a coding methodology which involves the coders (see below) and the Project 

Director (Professor Christine Bell) addressing and resolving coding dilemmas as a team, and through 

a computer question and answer mechanism. The aim is to have fully replicable coding decisions.  A 

form of double coding has taken place on the Women Peace Agreement Database which has 

involved categories being checked by a number of analysts. 
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Peace Agreement Collection  

The peace agreement collection has been built up by Christine Bell over a 25 year period, from 

research of peace agreement databases, contact with governments and armed actors involved in 

peace agreements, other web searches, and contact with mediators in particular processes. The final 

version of PA-X will have links to all the sources, and provide a peace agreement portal which links 

to all the other databases on peace agreements. 
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